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Mayor’s Message
For the first time in a great while, ice boats were seen fly-

ing across the Shrewsbury River for a few days in January, so I
guess winter is really here. I hope everyone had a wonderful
holiday season filled with health, happiness, and love with fami-
ly and friends. At January’s municipal re-organization we hon-
ored our outgoing emergency service officers and swore in our
new officers for the fire, first aid and police departments.
County Commissioner Director Tom Arnone and Raymon
Santiago, the Monmouth County Prosecutor, joined the ceremo-
ny. Former Oceanport police chiefs, Michael Kelly and Kip
Bebout as well as retired Oceanport police officers Buzz
Baldanza, Frank Van Brunt, Micheal Perulli, Walter O’Neill,
and Steven Briskey attended to see Chief Gary Grimes,
Sergeant Daniel Petrucelli, and Patrolman Malik Jenkins be
sworn in. Council members William Deerin, Mike O’Brien
(three-year terms) and Patty Cooper (one-year term) were also
sworn in again. I am truly proud of the Oceanport team current-
ly in place, and I am honored to be able to work alongside them
as Mayor. The keynote of the reorganization ceremony was to
have been the Mayor’s Lifetime Achievement Award which was
bestowed upon Ralph Marra. Sadly, Ralph passed away just a
few weeks prior to reorganization. Instead, the award was pre-
sented to his loving wife, children, and family members at
Ralph’s memorial service just hours before reorganization start-
ed. Ralph will be deeply missed by all who knew him and had
the honor and privilege of serving alongside of him in the fire
department, first aid squad, or during his 10-year term as an
Oceanport council member. Ralph did many, many wonderful
things for Oceanport, not the least of which was beautifying our
parks, most notably Old Wharf Park. 

Speaking of our parks, Councilman Deerin’s Parks and Rec
Committee has planned about a dozen recreation events for
2025. Maria Gatta Park (MGP) now has state-of-the-art lighting
on all three fields, paid for by grant money. The next step in
improvements to MGP, which will include permanent bath-
rooms and other needed amenities, is in the design phase. Grant
money will be used to install a brand new, all-inclusive play-
ground facility and ADA compliant bathrooms at Blackberry
Bay Park. The new bathrooms will be in the old pool area.
Speaking of which, the Borough has completed the pool demo-
lition, and this will make way for other uses at the park in that
area. Currently, CBA and Monmouth University use the space
to house their rowing teams’ equipment. On Pocano Avenue,
Sommers Boy Scout Park has been closed for about a year to
allow for TWRA’s much needed sewer improvement project.
That project should conclude in late 2025 and we expect to see
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Calendar of Events
March

3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Action Camp Registration Begins
6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mayor & Council Meeting
8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bingo Night @ First Aid Squad Building
7-9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shore Players Presents The Prom
10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Environmental Commission Meeting 
10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Water Watch Committee Meeting 
12. . . . . . . . . . . . . Parks & Recreation Committee Meeting
12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Planning Board Meeting 
13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Historical Committee Meeting 
13 . . . . . . . . . Shore Regional Board of Education Meeting
14-16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shore Players Presents The Prom
19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oceanport Board of Education Meeting
20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mayor & Council Meeting
22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Paper Shredding @Atlantic Highlands 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Municipal Harbor Parking Lot 
25 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Planning Board Meeting

April
1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Women’s Tennis League Sign-ups Begin  
3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mayor & Council Meeting
5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bingo Night @ First Aid Squad Building 
5 . . . . . . . . . . . . Easter Egg Scramble (Rain date April 6th) 
5 . . . . . . . . . . Paper Shredding @Oceanport Borough Hall
8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Planning Board Meeting 
9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Parks & Recreation Committee Meeting 
13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . OP Hook & Ladder Ham Dinner
14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Environmental Commission Meeting
14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Water Watch Committee Meeting
17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mayor & Council Meeting 
22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Planning Board Meeting
23 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oceanport Board of Education Meeting  
24. . . . . . . . . . Shore Regional Board of Education Meeting  
Recycling 
Zone 1 . . . . . . . . . First and Third Wednesday of the Month
Zone 2 . . . . . . . . . . First and Third Thursday of the Month
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a completely renovated site in the spring of 2026. The Borough
will establish a volunteer Beautification Committee for that reno-
vation. Trinity Park will be getting a much needed facelift includ-
ing additional parking, more open space, a Thrive 450 outdoor
gym, and more shade trees. Improvements to Old Wharf Park are
currently underway with additional parking and upgraded light-
ing for the facility’s use, providing residents with greater and
safer access.

DONNA PHELPS
Sticky Note
@kburrough@oceanportboro.com Please view this document. You can also add comments.



COMMUNITY NEWS
BOROUGH NEWS AND REMINDERS 
Keep Oceanport Streets and Sidewalks Clean
There is a visible increase in litter on our sidewalks and on our
streets. To keep Oceanport looking beautiful please secure
garbage can lids and put loose garbage in a tied bag. Secured lids
help on those windy days to keep garbage in the can and loose
garbage in a tied bag prevent it from blowing onto our streets,
sidewalks, and our yards. Thank you for your help and care to
keep Oceanport clean! 
Please Clean Up After Your Dog
Please note Oceanport has a pooper scooper law in effect. 
If you do not clean up after your dog, a summons will be issued.
This not only includes private property, but Oceanport’s parks
property too. Please be considerate of others and not only do
what is right and clean up your dog’s waste but to also follow 
the law. 
Reminder: Overnight Parking Ban
Please be aware overnight parking on Borough streets is 
prohibited when the streets are covered in snow – whenever 
snow has fallen, and the accumulation is such that it covers the
streets. The parking ban shall remain in effect after the snow 
has ceased until the streets have been plowed sufficiently and 
to the extent that parking will not interfere with the normal flow
of traffic. 
Reminder: Dog and Cat Licenses Are Due
The Borough requires dogs and cats to be licensed every year 
and to have a current rabies vaccine. The State of NJ mandates
current rabies vaccine as valid through October 31st of the 
licensing year. Application for new or renewal of license for 
2025 was due January 31, 2025. Please go ONLINE for dog
licenses to: 
sdlportal.com/towns/nj/monmouth/oceanport/requests/petlicense.
For cat licenses cat owner must go into Borough Hall for applica-
tion and renewal. 
Mercantile/Business License
The Borough requires every brick-and-mortar business within
Borough boundaries to have a Mercantile/Business License. The
license is issued on a calendar year basis and requires a $50 fee.
The license is required to be submitted online through the
Borough website at oceanportboro.com. The application can be
found under FORMS & APPLICATIONS, on the Home page.
Upon receipt of the application and payment, a paper license will
be sent to the business and should be displayed. If applicants
need further assistance, the Clerk’s Office is available to help at
(732) 222-8221, Option 4.

Annual Easter Egg Scramble
Saturday, April 5th 

promptly at 11:00 AM 
Community Center  

(Rain date is April 6th)
For children PreK – 5th grade

Fields are separated by age groups. Come with a bag or a basket
to fill it with prize filled eggs and try to find the Golden Egg! 

2024 HOLIDAY DECORATING WINNERS
The Parks & Recreation Committee is happy to announce

the 2024 Holiday Decorating Contest Winners! The
Committee thanks all residents whose homes were beautifully
decorated and festivally lit up Oceanport for the holiday sea-
son. As always, it is difficult to narrow the many down to a
few. Congratulations to the winners! 
Best Overall – 115 BRIDGEWATERS DR.
Most Outrageous – 420 BRANCHPORT AVE.
Most Traditional – 20 RUSSEL AVE.

And a new category this year…
Best Block/Street – BURNTMILL CIRCLE! 

Oceanport Volunteer First Aid Squad
9-1-1 News

A few tips for stress associated with the winter
months…the American Heart Association suggests a new
activity or hobby…like puzzles, knitting, reading, (visit the OP
Library) a gym membership, bowling, joining a church group,
taking a cooking class, or volunteering …. Any of these might
help break the stress cycle.

Play Bingo and Have Fun! 
Doors open at 6:00 PM,
Bingo starts at 7:00 PM

First Aid Squad Building on Pemberton Avenue
Dates: 3/8, 4/5, 5/17, 6/7, 8/9, 9/22, 10/18, & 11/15
Win Cash Prizes, Door Prizes, and 50/50 too! 

No one under 18 is permitted. 

EAT. DRINK. VIBE.
Boujee Foodie Con is returning to the bustling grounds of Fort
Monmouth. This outdoor, one-of-a kind, elevated food festival,
mixed with music, and family friendly games and activities, is
back for the third year in a row. Boujee Foodie includes some of
the area’s hottest restaurants, food trucks, and specialty vendors,
serving up food festival friendly size potions, so you can taste a
wide variety of offerings. Once again, Oceanport resident
Michael Abboud, CEO of TetherView, one of the event’s main
sponsors and owner of the event location, is donating 100% of
the rent proceeds to Oceanport First Responders

Saturday, May 3rd 12:30 PM – 7:00 PM
Sunday, May 4th, 12:30 PM – 6:00 PM

Rain or Shine
Tickets can be purchased in advance for $15, eventbrite.com or
$20 day of event at the gate. Price of admission covers live
music, face painting, kids’games, photo opportunities, security,
and shuttle service to free parking lots. For the latest food ven-
dors and updates follow @boujee_foodie_con on Instagram,
@boujeefoodiecon on Facebook and the website at:
boujee-foodie.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
WOMEN’S SUMMER TENNIS LEAGUE

The Oceanport Women's Tennis Program is a fun league
(with moderate competition) where you get on the courts, meet
new people, make new friends, move around, and have fun.
Whether you are a veteran tennis player or have been meaning
to start/restart playing, this is the league for you, and even if
you have not played before.

Sign-up (singles and doubles, evening and daytime) begins
April 1st and ends April 30th. Participants must be Oceanport
residents. League play begins Monday, June 2nd.                                                                                                                        

All daytime doubles matches are played weekday mornings
beginning at 8:00 AM only Monday through Wednesday (and
maybe Thursday). Evening matches are played Tuesday and
Thursday evenings beginning at 6:00 and 7:00 PM. There is
also a new beginner player league on Thursdays at 4:00 PM.
Singles matches are played at times arranged by players within
a scheduled time frame. All daytime matches are played at the
Community Center tennis courts on Port au Peck Ave. Evening
matches are played at both Community Center and Blackberry
Bay Park.

**Please only sign up if you intend to play for the 
11 weeks. If you have vacation scheduled for two weeks 
or more during June and July, please do not sign up as
rescheduling is burdensome for all players.**

It is mandatory for new sign-up players to attend a meeting
about the league where questions are encouraged. There will be
two scheduled meetings to accommodate schedules. Only one
needs to be attended. Any veteran player is welcome to attend.
Dates and times of the meetings will be emailed and posted on
Oceanport Residents Facebook and Instagram. Stay tuned. 

If you have any questions, please contact either league
coordinator Debbie Peterson: DebbieP87@comcast.net; call/text
(401) 474-6477 or co-coordinator Natalie Zilincar:
natalie1@gmail.com; call/text (908) 309-3664. To sign up
online beginning April 1st:
https://forms.gle/YKAv3WsQob8PwfPA6

2025 Tennis and Pickleball Season
Badges Are Now on Sale 

Log in to your Community Pass account on the Borough
website at Oceanportboro.com to purchase your new badge for
this year. You can pick up your badges at the Borough Hall. If
you do not have a Community Pass account to create one go to
the Oceanportboro.com home page, scroll down and click on
Community Pass to the left. (Residents $25, Non-Residents
$50 – Ordinance #1082).

ALL players MUST obtain a membership badge to reserve
and play. For help with a new Community Pass account set up
please contact: Oceanport Recreation at (732) 222-8221, ext.
1040

Oceanport Hook & Ladder Fire Company’s
Annual Ham Dinner

Sunday, April 13th, 12:00 – 5:00 pm
21 Main Street 

Dinner includes ham complete with the Hook’s famous raisin
gravy, green beans, mashed potatoes, salad, cole slaw, apple
sauce, bread, desserts, coffee, tea, and beverages. 
Toddlers (Under 5): Free, Kids (Under 10): $10.00, Seniors:
$12.00, Military: $12.00, Everyone Else: $15.00
Free delivery is available to Oceanport Gardens and to
Meadowbrook Senior Living. If you have any questions please
call (732) 542-6928.
As always, Don't Make Mom Cook, Bring Her To The Hook!

In loving memory of lifelong member Bob Howie
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Garden Club News 
Oceanport Garden Club is excited to announce its upcom-

ing events and invite the community to join in the fun and joy
of gardening. February’s theme was “ticks and mosquitoes” 
presented by Marissa Massaro, a Biologist. For horticulture,
members were asked to bring in an interesting, or unusual bark
branch, or a container grown plant (a plant grown for foliage or
a plant grown for flowers).

The March business meeting begins at 10:30 AM followed
by an 11:00 AM program. The theme for March is “bringing joy
by making arrangements for seniors with an Easter theme”.  
Members will be designing and creating 95-100 small arrange-
ments. The horticulture theme is forced flowering branch and
any flowering bulb. Other business will be to decide where the
garden club would like to host their June luncheon.

The Oceanport Garden Club monthly meetings take place at
The Old Wharf House, 316 East Main Street, Oceanport, on the
fourth Thursday of each month beginning at 10:00/10:30 AM
with light refreshments. These gatherings feature conservation
education, guest speakers, and opportunities to connect with 
fellow gardening lovers. The Oceanport Garden Club welcomes
gardening enthusiasts of all levels to connect with and learn. If
interested, please call Diane Dineen for more information at 
(732) 688-2688.
Gardening Tips for February and March

Start your cool weather seeds indoors. Some great options
for early planting include lettuce, spinach, peas, and radishes as
well as herbs and early flowering plants, for example, pansies
and daffodils. Also, do not forget to rotate those house plants so
that they grow more evenly and refrain from overwatering to
avoid fungus, gnats, and root decay. 

Action Camp 2025
The Parks and Recreation Committee is happy to announce

that Action Camp will be held Monday, June 30th - Friday,
August 1st. To register your child(ren) please be on the lookout
as online registration will begin on March 3rd. More informa-
tion will be available in the May/June OP Bulletin and on
Oceanportboro.com



COMMUNITY NEWS
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Water Watch News 
Microplastics – Small particles, small problem? 

– Maybe Not!
Microplastics are small plastic particles of different shapes,

ranging in size from less than a strand of DNA, to as large as the
diameter of a straw. The major sources in New Jersey are textiles,
tire wear particles, city dust, marine paint, and fragmented macro
plastics.

The most common shapes of microplastics in New Jersey 
surface waters such as the Shrewsbury River and tributaries are
microfibers obtained from ropes, dryer lint, textile samples,
microfilaments from synthetic textiles, and other sources. When
microplastics are added to consumer products like tooth paste and
cosmetics, they are transported to surface waters in wastewater. 
In the case of suburban systems such as the Shrewsbury River,
microplastic contamination may result from stormwater transport
and breakdown of large (macro)plastics in trash and litter, and
microplastics from the ground transported in stormwater. 

So, what’s the problem? Microplastics can carry pollutants
and harmful chemicals that can lead to potential adverse effects in
animals, plants, and humans when ingested or inhaled. They have
been detected in both human and animal tissues with uncertain
health effects. Based on studies cited in a 2023 NJDEP Ad Hoc
Microplastics Work Group environmental levels appear to pro-
duce some effects in some species based on their different physi-
ology and life histories. 

While scientists and industry do their parts to better under-
stand sources and effects of microplastics on the environment,
individuals can also consider the following personal actions to
alleviate potential impacts: Purchase non-plastic alternatives;
Replace single-use products such as water bottles with reusable
versions; Buy sustainable, synthetic-free clothing such as cotton;
Check for ingredients such as polyethylene and polypropylene in
personal care products; and DON’T LITTER - Recycle and dis-
pose of plastics correctly. 

If you would like to learn more about the Water Watch
Committee or our field sampling program, please fill out the
Volunteer/Call to Service Application on the Oceanport Borough
website under Government/Applications & Forms/Clerk’s Office
available here: oceanportboro.com/government/forms or contact
Stephanie in the Borough Clerk's office at skramer@oceanport-
boro.com for more information. Please feel free to come to Water
Watch Committee monthly meeting which convenes the second
Monday of each month at 7:00PM at the Old Wharf building. You
must be 18 years or older to participate; no experience is neces-
sary other than a desire to maintain and improve the quality of our
surface water resources in the Borough and to learn more about
this sensitive area!

Senior Club Notes
Upcoming Meetings: The Senior Citizens Club meets at

Old Wharf House at 12:30 PM on the third Wednesday of each
month. The February meeting featured a presentation by Eat
Clean Bro on healthy eating sponsored by Imperial Health. A
St Patrick’s Day luncheon will be served at the March meeting.
Members will be reminded of meeting dates.

Oceanport Senior’s Club Facebook (Meta) Page: The
“Oceanport Senior’s Club” Facebook (Meta) page is a private
page open for viewing by any senior citizen living in
Oceanport. There you can learn about the club and view
monthly functions, trips, and parties. On Facebook, search 
for “Oceanport Senior’s Club.”  When you find page, click on
the request to join button. Contact Lois Olsen at 732-229-9986
if you have any questions.

Membership in the Senior Citizens Club of Oceanport is
open to any Oceanport resident who is 55 years old or older.
Meetings include informative presentations by guest speakers,
entertainment, or other special events, and lunch or light
refreshments are served. If you are interested in becoming a
member of the Senior Citizens Club of Oceanport, please con-
tact Fran Bendock at (732) 229-0278 for information about
joining. Annual Membership dues are $25. Please send dues
payments to Lillian Lockwood, 132 S. Pemberton Avenue,
Oceanport, NJ 07757. Phone: (732) 542-3826.

Cards: Seniors interested in playing cards are invited to
gather every Tuesday and Thursday at the Old Wharf House
from 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM.

Whatever you do, always give 100 percent. Unless you’re
donating blood. 
-Bill Murray

Fred (aka Pop) Elsen turned 100 years old on November 14, 2024. Pop was
born in 1924 in Rahway, New Jersey and is a lifelong New Jersey resident.
Along with his now deceased wife Dorothy, they raised two children (Fred
Elsen and Kimberly Jungfer) in Oceanport. Pop also has two grandchildren and
seven great-grandchildren. He was a Second-Class Petty Officer and is proud
to have served in World War II. Last September he was recognized as a Veteran
of the game at Yankee Stadium during a Yankee versus Red Sox game. He was
an electrician by trade and a loyal Yankee fan by choice! Best wishes for hap-
piness and good health to Fred as he celebrates this magnificent milestone.
While belated, a very Happy Birthday to you Pop! 

Happy 100th Birthday to Fredrick Elsen! 

Paper Shredding in Oceanport! 
Saturday, Apr. 5th @ OP Borough Hall, 911 Oceanport Way

9:00 - 1:00 PM unless the truck fills first
For more information go to Oceanportboro.com and scroll

down to News & Announcements. 



COMMUNITY NEWS
(MAYOR’S MESSAGE (continued from page 1)

(continued on back cover)

Councilman O’Brien’s Finance Committee is putting together
the municipal budget. 2025 will be a challenging year for the
finance committee insofar as our current garbage contract is
expiring and is out for bid. Some municipalities have seen their
garbage contracts DOUBLE due to an increase in labor costs,
insurances, and dumping fees. A committee was set up to explore
options for a new garbage contract and the committee will have
to be very creative if we are to avoid the sticker shock experi-
enced by a great number of communities this past year.

Councilman Rick Gallo’s Public Works Committee oversaw
three plus miles of road paving and the installation of new
drainage facilities on Comanche Drive. Additionally, new side-
walks were installed along South Pemberton to provide safer
access to and from Wolf Hill School. We entered into a shared
service agreement with the county to investigate our storm drains
and to devise a comprehensive maintenance and repair plan for
them. Steve Briskey’s DPW department is up to date on their cer-
tifications and safety training, and the Borough has provided
them with the proper equipment and vehicles to do their job safe-
ly and efficiently. Soon, the County will be installing much-need-
ed storm drains along Shrewsbury Avenue from the intersection
of  Branchport Avenue down to Iroquois Avenue. 

Council President Patricia Cooper’s Planning &
Development Committee has been working diligently with all
other committees, specifically in preparation for the Netflix
development. Last year, Netflix received approval for Phase 1,
the great majority of which will be built in Oceanport. Phase 1
contemplates four soundstages, mill buildings, renovation of the
McAfee center, and utilization of the existing FMERA building as
office space.  

Councilman Bryan Keeshan’s Public Safety Committee has
ensured our emergency services have the proper equipment, train-
ing, and vehicles to serve our community. The Borough entered
into an agreement with the Oceanport Board of Education where-
in an additional school resource officer is employed, thereby
allowing two armed police officers to patrol our schools. The
First Aid Squad received replacement ambulances, and the Fire
Department took delivery of a brand new E1 Pumper, which will
replace a 1991 pumper truck.

On January 18th our entire volunteer emergency services
community was put to the test as they heroically fought a blazing
residential house fire for over seven and a half hours on Port Au
Peck Avenue. While the residence was destroyed, no lives were
lost, and injuries were minimal. Given the fact this property backs
up to almost 60 acres of wooded land, if it weren’t for the quick
and decisive response from our volunteers and those of many sur-
rounding communities, the fire’s impact could have been much,
much greater. We should all be thankful for these selfless volun-
teers who donate their time and energy to keep us all safe. To
watch them in action is something special. But, then again,
Oceanport, as a community, is something special. Before the fire
was even under control, the residents of Oceanport started orga-
nizing efforts to ensure that the family whose lives were just dis-
rupted, whose mementos were taken from them, and whose future
seemed so uncertain, would not go through this anguish alone.

Oceanport came together and rallied on many different levels to
make sure this family knew they were loved and that we were
there for them. By 9:00 AM on January 19th, members of the
Board of Education, our Superintendent, both school principals,
the PTO, council members, OEM, and individual community
members met with me to develop a recovery plan for this fami-
ly. The outpouring of love and compassion was absolutely over-
whelming. I have lived my entire life in Oceanport, and I have

Important Information From 
The Oceanport Police Department 

Traffic Safety
Drivers be reminded to watch your speed when travelling with-
in the Borough. Oceanport police officers continue to conduct
radar enforcement details throughout the Borough. Signboard
and radar display boards will be placed in targeted locations to
educate drivers and slow them down. Residents with speeding
complaints are asked to call the Oceanport Police Department
at (732) 222-6300. 
Crime Prevention, Lock it or Lose it
The Oceanport Police Department reminds residents to lock
your vehicles and remove key fobs and valuable items from
your parked vehicles. The police continue to respond to vehicle
burglaries and vehicle thefts which remain a problem in our
area. It only takes a second to lock your car. Do not give the
criminals the opportunity to steal your car and place other peo-
ple at risk. If you see someone or something suspicious in your
neighborhood, please do not hesitate to call the police at (732)
222-6300, or if the matter is serious in nature call 911. (An
active car burglary, theft in progress, etc.)
Don’t Be Scammed
There have been reports of many types of scams occurring
where the scammers are attempting to gain personal informa-
tion from people. Scammers have been calling posing as the
IRS, bail bondsman, utility companies, the FBI, debt collectors,
or that a relative has been arrested and needs bail money, that
social security number is “locked” or compromised. They
attempt to obtain personal information from the victims. There
are the ongoing “Grandparents Scam” - when someone calls to
claim to be a relative and they have been arrested. They hand
the phone to a “bail bondsmen” who request you wire or draw
money out of the bank and that they will meet you to retrieve
the “bail money”. They sometimes use real relatives’ names. 
Some helpful tips to avoid being scammed: 
• Know who you are talking to, do not be rushed into giving
information.
• Do not open suspicious texts, pop-up windows or click on
links of unknown emails or attachments.
• Keep your personal details secure, never give personal infor-
mation to an unknown source, or suspicious source.
• Hang up on the suspicious call and verify with the suspected
calling agency, department, source and/or entity that they are
seeking information.
• Notify the police of any suspicious scams, calls, transactions,
or visits.
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LIBRARY/SCHOOL NEWS
Oceanport Library News 

Welcome back Branch Manager, Barbara Eckert. You have
been missed terribly! Jigsaw Puzzle Swap is happening at the
Oceanport Library until the end of March. Bring in a puzzle, take
a puzzle! Puzzles are a fun winter hobby to do with your kids
and also a great way to exercise your brain and improve your
short-term memory. It would be wonderful to have more children
at the OP Library’s Thursday, 4:00-4:30 PM programs for an
afternoon of stories and fun crafts. Crafts themes include
Valentine’s Day, Read Across America, Saint Patrick’s Day, and
others. Listed below are educational and entertaining children’s
programs offered right in your neighborhood and are free at the
OP Library.
Special programs for March:
Munchkin Music with Miss Cristine - Ages 6 months-3 years
Thursday, March 6th, 10:00-10:30 AM
Thanks to the generosity of the Oceanport Library Association,
Miss Cristine will be back for a fun-filled family music time,
from catchy tunes to a jam session with instruments. Registration
begins February 20th by phone or in person.
Read to a Therapy Dog - A Family Event 
Thursday, March 20th, 3:45-4:40 PM 
Grab a good book and read to Molly who is back by popular
demand. Register for ONE 15-minute time slot per family (3:45-
4:00, 4:05-4:20, 4:25-4:40 pm). If not reading, talk about pictures
in a book or tell Molly a story. Registration begins March 1st by
phone or in person.
TAKE’N MAKE CRAFTS

Pick up a craft kit to make-at-home! Find directions and
themed reads at https://monmouthcountylib.org/kids/ on the Kids
page. February 15th – Dog, Mar 1st - Basketball Hoop, March
15th - Maker’s Day Robot

Don’t forget Monmouth County’s annual Maker’s Day event
on March 22nd at the Headquarters Branch. More information
will be forthcoming on monmouthcountylibrary.com.

Shore Regional High School 
is Proud to Present:

A Shore Players Production of The Prom
Performances and Times:

March 7th, 8th, 14th & 15th at 7:00 pm
March 9th & 16th at 2:00 pm

Shows are presented in the Shore Regional High School
Performing Arts Theatre, West Long Branch. Advance tickets are
available online at: https://sp.booktix.com for $10.00 plus $1.50
service fee per ticket. On opening night all tickets are $15.00.
Tickets can also be purchased in person at the door on show days.
Please support your local school theater community and the talent-
ed actors and crew of Shore Players!  

Oceanport Library Association
Sal Gentile $1000 Scholarship

Requirements
1. Must be an Oceanport resident.
2. Must be a high school senior furthering their education.
3. Must submit a high school transcript.
4. Must submit a letter of recommendation from a subject area

teacher.
5. Must submit a typed 200 minimum word essay on: How the

library (school, local, county, or other) contributed to your
education.

6. Must submit by Wednesday, April 9th to: Oceanport Library,
8 Iroquois Ave., Oceanport, NJ 07757  Attention: Mrs. Linda
Risden or via email at:
OceanportPublicLibraryAssoc@gmail.com.

Name______________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Phone___________________  Email_____________________
Name of High School__________________________________
College, trade, or vocational school you plan to enroll in after
high school _________________________________________ 
Student Signature:
_____________________________________Date__________

never been so proud of our town, newcomers, and lifers alike,
as I was as it all transpired. I can tell you the look of gratitude
on the faces of those who were helped by old friends and com-
plete strangers will never leave my mind. Thank you,
Oceanport. Contrary to our motto, Oceanport isn’t “A Great
place to Live.” It’s the GREATEST place to live!

(MAYOR’S MESSAGE continued from page 5)


