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The Oceanport Environmental Commission held regular meetings during 2022 on the second Monday of each month.  The first meeting, scheduled for January 10, 2022, was cancelled. All meetings were held at the Blackberry Bay Park Pavilion. 

The Commission began and ended the year with the same Members. Members included Robert Broege, Patricia Cooper, Tom Cox, Joseph Foster, Richard Gruskos, Jack Harris, and Bruce Lane.  Robert Broege served as the Commission Chairman, Tom Cox as the Vice Chairman, Joseph Foster as Planning Board Liaison, and Bruce Lane as Secretary. Meghan Walker served as Borough Council Liaison. There were no Alternate Members during the 2022 calendar year.

Tom Cox provided the Environmental Commission with monthly reports of the Water Watch Committee’s activities. The primary function of Water Watch is the collection of water samples for analysis of bacteria indicative of fecal contamination impacting Borough waters. In addition, some samples were tested for nitrates and phosphates which can provide an indication of excessive fertilizer discharge into the Shrewsbury River. Over the year Water Watch collaborated with other local environmental commissions, environmental organizations such as Clean Ocean Action (COA), and the NJ Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP). Staff from the NJDEP and COA have been very interested in the testing results and continue to seek ways to coordinate testing and the analysis of results with the Water Watch Committee. For example, samples were collected with COA at three locations and tested for chlorides to help determine the impact of road salting. Actions of the Water Watch Committee help to monitor the long-term conditions of water quality in the Borough and identify possible sources of pollution.

Throughout the course of the year, the Commission Members reviewed and discussed various construction and development applications. After review, recommendations were provided to the Planning Board through the Environmental Commission/Planning Board Liaison Joe Foster. Applications were reviewed for legalization of existing waterfront construction along with permit requests for new bulkheading, dock construction, and shoreline stabilization. Construction of homes and other projects subject to NJDEP Coastal Wetlands and Waterfront Development rules and applications submitted for CAFRA permits were also reviewed by the Commission. Some of these projects included Letters of Interpretation for wetland delineations. The Environmental Commission commented on several requests for a variance of impermeable surface coverage mostly associated with improvements on residential lots. 

The redevelopment of Fort Monmouth and its impact on Oceanport was a topic of discussion at each of the monthly meetings. Richard Gruskos represented Oceanport Borough at FMERA Environmental Committee meetings and provided the Oceanport Environmental Commission with monthly updates. Areas of discussion included; review of amendments to the reuse plan, review of site plans for approved developments, proposed mitigation for landfill sites, development impacts on wildlife, and how roads, utilities, and stormwater will be integrated with existing infrastructure. The Environmental Commission has also been following proposals associated with the “mega parcel” with NETFLIX being the likely developer of the site. 

Many other issues were incorporated into monthly meetings for general discussion. These included, among others; implementation of NJ plastic bag laws, shade trees in the Borough, exposure to ticks, die off of Menhaden, use of pesticides, stormwater drainage concerns, and overharvesting of Blue Crabs.   

During the course of the year, members attended related meetings, provided information and assistance to other organizations, relayed concerns of residents, offered recommendations, and attended relevant training courses. 

The Commission looks forward to continuing its work during 2023.  


Respectfully submitted,



Bruce Lane
Environmental Commission Secretary
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